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CABLES SECTION

T
here are plenty of loud-
speaker cables on the mar-
ket. There are relatively few, 
though, that I could thor-
oughly recommend. Black 
Rhodium’s Twist was cer-

tainly one of them. In fact, I bestowed 
a well-deserved five globes upon the 
product during a cable group test 
earlier this year. 
 Many companies would have 
rested on their laurels but not Black 
Rhodium. It has improved the basic 
design by increasing the overall 
size of the internal conductors to 
2.5sq mm in cross section, the idea 
being to lower impedance of what 
is now called the Twirl. In addition, 
it has thicker insulation than the 
Twist which, the company reported, 
has resulted in lower ‘Transient 
Phase Distortion’ (TPS). That is, 
the magnetic field generated by the 
current in the wires has reduced. 
 The other enhancements 
mean that a number of spin-off 
improvements can be expected. For 
example, the cable should better suit 
longer cable runs, because lower 
impedance lessens signal loss over 
distance.
 Finally, the positive and negative 
cores are connected in opposite 
directions to lower the noise floor 
while silicone rubber insulation is 
used to lower dielectric loss to, again, 
lower distortion.
 Another spin-off from the Twist 

design is the new, rather more 
expensive, Samba speaker cables. 
Taking the basic design of the cable, 
it forms a higher specification with 
silver-plated copper conductors 
which are three times the size of 
the Twist cable due to the 3sq mm 
cross section. There’s also a much 
thicker insulation on this design. The 
enhanced conductor size plus the 
insulation improvement aid the sonic 
cause.
 Like the Twirl, the Samba retains 
the twisting of the cable along its 
length to prevent the entire cable 
acting like a loop aerial for airborne 
radio frequency interference. Also, 
the positive and negative cores are 
connected in opposite directions in 
an attempt to lower the noise floor. 

SOUND QUALITY
Spinning ‘Mel Tormé Swings Shubert 
Alley’ on vinyl and utilising the 
Tellurium Q Blue as a benchmark, 
Tormé’s vocal was both open and 
smooth with a low distortion presen-
tation that allowed my ear to follow 
the undulations of his voice and his 
vibrato as he held the note before 
the orchestra kicked in. Where the 
Tellurium Q Blue reduced the noise 
floor effectively, the Twirl repeated 
the process but then also extended 
the frequency range, allowing the 
upper mids to reach further and 
higher. 
 I then moved to my reference 

Densen B-475 CD player and played 
Handel’s ‘Wretched Lovers’ from Acis 
& Galatea via the Dunedin Consort 
& Players. This complex choral suite 
risked smearing and bloom within 
the upper mids but the Twirl was 
pleasingly accurate, along with clear 
instrumental and vocal separation 
that added scale. Additionally, this 
well organised sound stage supported 
bass precision so my ear didn’t miss a 
thing.
 Via Tormé, the Samba cables 
moved the sound onwards another 
big step. From the first few moments 
of this track when the hi-hat comes 
into play, there was a beautifully full 
sound that was deeply multi-textural 
in its construction. Torme’s vocal was 
super smooth and yet fluid. 
 Switching to CD and the Handel 
piece, the whole soundstage seemed 
larger than the Twirl’s, an impressive 
polyphonic array of voices filling the 
void, giving the music an epic feel. The 
overlapping voices built to a dramatic 
climax that the Samba aided, making 
for an uplifting presentation.  

CONCLUSION
Both of these cables take the basic 
Twist design and effectively build 
upon it to provide gradations of 
improvement, within a familiar ‘house 
style’. They enhance perceived detail, 
expand the soundstage and improve 
the complexity of the presentation. 
They're a cultured listen, in fact.

VERDICT
BLACK RHODIUM TWIRL 3M 
PAIR TERMINATED WITH 
RHODIUM PLATED PLUGS 
A balanced presentation with 
delightful tonal accuracy, the Twirl is a 
worthy system upgrade.
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FOR
- value for money
- open midrange
- expanded soundstage

AGAINST
- nothing at the price

VERDICT
BLACK RHODIUM SAMBA 
3M PAIR TERMINATED WITH 
RHODIUM PLUGS  
Offering a clear midrange with tight 
and efficient bass, the Samba is a 
refined speaker cable.

FOR
- clear midrange
- organised sound stage
- bass control

AGAINST
- nothing at the price
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